St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
SERVICE OF THE WORD

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
July 5, 2020 * 10 am

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we believe that the gospel is God’s gift to
all people, shared unconditionally and without regard to race, gender identity, sexual orientation, so-
cio-economic or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious affili-
ation. We seek to live the truth written in Ephesians that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between
us and makes us one.

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates with
those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires
and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all
you that are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls.

Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Welcome

Prelude

** Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, T one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.

Amen.

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God,

we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.

We place our hope in ourselves

and rely on our own efforts.

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.

We fear difference and do not welcome others

as you have welcomed us.

We sin in thought, word, and deed.

By your grace, forgive us;

through your love, renew us;

and in your Spirit, lead us;

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.

Amen.



Beloved of God...through the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

** Gathering Song
Let the Whole Creation Cry (verses 1 and 2)
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I Let the whole cre a - tion cry, “Glo - ry to the Lord on high!”
2 Ser-vants striv-ing for the Lord, proph-ets burn-ing with the word,
3 Men and wom-en, young and old, raise the an - them loud and bold,
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Heav’nand earth, a - wake and sing, “Praise to our al- might-y king!”
those to whom the arts be-long add their voic-es to the song.
and let chil-dren’s hap - py hearts in this wor - ship take their parts;
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Praise God, an - gel hosts a-bove, ev - er bright and fair in love;
Pow’rs of knowl-edge and of law, to the glo-rious cir - cle draw;
from the north to south-ern pole let the might-y cho-rus roll:

n “ | J J J

e —— e —

EEEs s = ———=——C"—

sun and moon, lift up your voice; night and stars, in God re - joice.

all who work and
“Ho - ly, Ho - ly,

Text: Stopford A. Brooke, 1832-1916, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702

** Prayer of the Day

Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

sing,“The Lord is
glo -ry be to

all who wait,
Ho - ly One;

good and great!”

God

1>

a - lone

ELW#876



Word

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

Reading Zechariah 9:9-12
Sermon The Rev. Jason Churchill
** Hymn
We Give Thee but Thine Own (verses 1 and 2) ELW %686
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I We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be;
2 May we thy boun - ties thus as stew-ards true re - ceive,
3 The cap-tive to re - lease, to God the lost to bring,
4 And we be-lieve thy word, though dim our faith may be:
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all that we have 1is thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad -ly, as thou bless-est us, to thee our first-fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it s a Christ-like thing.
what-¢’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it un - to thee.

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.
Music: HEATH, L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantica Lauda, 1850

** Prayers of the People
Each portion of the prayer ends with either:

Responses:  Bless we the Lord Thanks be to God.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Thanksgiving for the Word

Lord’s Prayer

** J[tems in bold are to be spoken/sung by the assembly.
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Sending

We are sent into the world to serve.
Blessing

Dismissal

Postlude

Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment, or leave
areview. May God go with you today and everyday.

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24228

For additional reference on hymn text and music please refer to the hymn number in the
cranberry prayer book and hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

Participants in Today’s Service

Pastor:
The Rev. Jason Churchill

Cantor:
Dr. Oksana Glouchko

Assisting Minister:
Bob Linderman
Lector:

Karen Weber

Reader:
Noah Sullivan

Ministers:
The people of St. Stephen’s
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